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semi-custom boats tend o be expen

enced boaters who know what  thes

wanl They come (o Nova Scotln because
it 15 one of the few | laces where they can

get the boat ol their dreams built for

them. Another strength s that many ol
the shops only need one good commis
ston 10 have 4 busy yvear

[he wieakness 1= thar i mking on tha

one poodd commssion. the boatbmider

puts all his eges in one basker, Another
weakness is the [aci that when buying in
lorw '-.|I|I|III1' 5, 45 CUSIOMmM |11II||.||'I‘- ||l' ini
almost impossible wo buy pars and com
ponents as cheaply as a higher volum
LS yard could

Al that has made for a very challeng
ing business environment anc a bit ol a
|"i|'l-||- markei as ‘.'.|'|| 0, D see ||~"u.
they are [aring. we visied three differemt
shops, each somewha representanve al
the skills and products available through
of Nova Scotta and indeed, much al
Atlantic Canacla

That is to say, workmanship ol a very
high order s widely available

Roathwilding 1n Mova Scotia began
i |||.-r~ and

with the [t European

reached s zenith m the e 19th cenmry

when the province launched vast fleers

ol wooden-hulled vessels

In Nova Scotia, the building ol vachis
poes back larther than many peopli
might imagine, [ Roval Mova Scotia
Yacht Squadron (RNSYS)
Halilax and founded m 1837, lays claim

i .II|'4| in

to being the oldest vacht club in North
Amenca As early as the 18408, yachis
were bemng bl and in 1917 the vawl
Baddeck lon
who had his

launched 1n
Crmham  Bell
summer home niearby
William
Bluenose lame, designed several notable

Elsie was
Llexander
Roue, of the schooner
'-.II_|'|| » I 'IIL ViICars i\l"l'l'll{l_'l'l |.|'|| Wilrs

The boatbuillding traditions were
|l-.l|ll.'|,| |I'. l:ll.l.' -.dl.q. n l.r'lll.'J SEa mrulmum
and strepgth and seaworthiness are
attributes that are seen as essential
Fine vacht linished imeriors, however
have not been as closely associated with
Nova Seotla boatbuilding and that s
unlorunae

While generations of lishing and
cargo vessels have become the vessels we
think of as Nova Scotia-built beats, in
I.I-I ||"|f' |~'I'IIH'|!. 'u\ll”k .lllll ill'll.' |I"|‘|!l\
on the boats we looked at were equal o
anything we have seen lrom other mar
kets. And. even with the Canadian dollar

so hugh, these boats may well represeni
outstanding value for the momey
The Nova Boarbailders

dssocition (NSBA) s an active and ben-

b WAILE]

elicial organization thar works with both
commercial and recreational builders 1o
MNova

This vear, (as ths

promote  all Scotia-butlt boats

issue ol Boaring
Inclusery Camacla s om press) the NSBA is
holding ns First Nova Scota In-Water
Boar Show, August 2nd 10 Sth, m con
junciion Mahone IHth
Yl Boat Festival

potential customers will have a chance

with Hay's

Classic [here
o climb aboard boats from several Nova

Scotta vards and talk direcily 1o the

butlders while, at the same time. enjos
fng & popular Jestival in 4 picturesgue
‘-I,'.l‘-lill. 1Mt Al rh; hl I_|_'J|I |I| Mo
i l"ll.llﬁ Lanirisl siedsion

That is a great way to see several of
the 46 boatbuilding businesses that the

MSBA represents

Another way was for  Boatng
Industry Canada 1o tvhavel 10 Nova
Scotia. and  wisit  Covev  |sland
Boatworks, North Atlantic Yachts and

the Big Pond Bom Shop We talked to
the boathuilders, looked around and

weni lor g ||."l-"| rides (oo

COVEY ISLAND BOATWORKS
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Our Tirst stop was' Covey  Island

Boatwiorks in Petite Riviere John Stecls
one ol the four principals i this
emplover-owned  business showed o
through the shop

Covey Island Boatworks builds hand
cralted vachis, power sl sail, WY Lo RO
Jobm told us, “Its pretty much all custom
work, Mot much repair or re-lie This
summer, it 15 28 vears since we incomo
rated

He continued. “We have Had some

greal  comimission Wi iyl .||'u-||| iy

lavmeh Sir Edmumd, a 49 Chiuck Burns
bugh perlormance racing schooner lor a
wesi coast (US) customer with plans for

lomg-distance, double-handed races. i 1s

Sir Edmund 15 a magnificent new
racing boat built this past winter

wune boatimgindustry. ca



John Steele s describing the creation
of Sir Edmund's wvery ight weight but
warm and inviting Quebec maple
veneered interior and galley

a very high tech boat. I'm going 1o take
you to see it m Lunenburg

S5ir Edmund was comstructed a
Covey Island with a seven-layer, cold
molded hull wsing Pori Ortord cedar
veneers over o CoreCell™ core. Each
veneer was vascuum-bagged lor the besi
i'ul'ﬁl]‘lll.' hend

Testimony 1o the construction skalls
welghed in a0 the scales. "Dy weigha
when we lled the hull tarned o 1o be
1978 |bs. compared to the designed
weight of 3986.° John wld us

Supervisor olin (OYToole said thern
was little room lor error in ollowing the
specs lor this kind of hluewater racing
We have to work with weight |

restrictions, but still budd a boat that s

AT

strong as well as light |
Covey lsland Bostworks has translar- |

ed maore I|'|.I!| i :I|_'|lll'n. III1I||II| dreams into

low maintenance, custom and semi-cus

[om viessels

www_coveyisland.com

NORTH ATLANTIC YACHTS

Located in Halifax, North Adankic Yachis
1ackles hath

resloralon &F 1 e

custinm  construction  and

The companys primary goal is 10
buil) yvaches that wse the latest in mate
mals and rechnolosy married o modern
desiens, olten with classic sty ling

Like Liowey

Island. the foundation

skills came froom working in traditional

|||.|I||x on [rume construction bul most

|'|rI|}t.,'l_|‘H (R CRL Ar LI'EII.l,IHMIH_‘ IH.'I!'II
corefliberglass utilizing the laest vacu
um-hagging techniques  The

has o special interest in power cas and is

LAY

Glen Cairns of North Atlantic Yachts is
seen here at the helm of a new
Buzzards Bay 33 power catamaran
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“Starting On November
9th 2008, Derek
Hatfield will compete in
the Vendee Globe — and
sail around the world,

single-handed,
with no stops.

Started in 1989, the Yendés Globe is
the most grueling single-handed race
in the world. and i 2008 the race
will start. lor the Gth time. from the
hartiour of Les Sables d'Dlomna
whare it was barn

DuPont Canada is proud to sponsor
Derek's campaign and that Derek's
Dpen 60, The Spirit of Canada is made
@l DuPont™ Kevlar™ honeycomb
core matenal to help make il the
liphtest. tasles! ocean racel svel
Perhaps you should consider iaviting
Keviar™ on board for your next
marme project

For more information call

1-800-387-2122

Kevlar
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