





safety briefing before leaving the dock in

Falmouth harbour, followed by a reading
from Tennyson and a swift toast to the sea,
with each crew member providing an
individual salutation in twrn. To some, this
sort of pre-departure ceremony might be
unnerving, but such eccentricity disguises a
deeply committed, highly experienced and
extremely knowledgeable sailor,

As a former US Navy pilot in single-seat
aircraft and with 20 years' experience of
teaching sailing for an Outward Bound
scheme, Blair has both a grasp of commzand
and people management skills that many
would envy, ‘I'm always learning, but I'm
comfortable with being a skipper,” he says,
resisting any idea that experience brings
superiority. He made the circumnavigation
with a crew of three, ‘Over the 38 400 miles
we had a regularly changing crew - a total
of about 20 during the two years, All were
volunteers and mostly they were eager,

smar and fun o be with,'" Some were highly

experienced, some were raw, but this was
no sethack as far as sailing aptitude was
concerned, ‘1 can make anyone a decent
sailor in a couple of weeks," he says,

The success of the vovage pivoted on
eliciting trust from his crew, an essential
relationship when sailing with amateur crew
who have minimal offshore miles logged,
“When sailing, 1 have a list of conditions for
safety, he explains. “They number Conditions
One to Three, where Condition Three is
General Quarters — when things are very
hard or there s a big chance of trouble, Not
just weather = it could be a tricky harbour at
night, for example.

‘Condition One is all plain sailing. Two is
in between — which could be due to lack of
sleep, changing weather, new shipmates,
damaged pear etc. That's the time when
trouble creeps up on you. 1 emphasise
understanding the whole situation — boart,
weather, crew and environment - and

adjusting for it

To ensure that the crew felt able to
question any manoeuvre, navigational plan,
decision or merely to indicate unease, Blair
imroduced what he refers o as the ‘magic
word', Should any of the three crew say T'm
uncomfortable’ he would instantly stop what
he was doing and reassess the situation. He
also operated a fairly liberal captaincy: JJobs
like cleaning the head or going upside down
in the bilge - 1 would never ask someone (o
do something [ haven't.”

A solo watch system of three hours on,
nine hours off, was maintained, and with
Magpie B often remaining on a single tack
for three weeks, much of the helming was
under autopilor as the yvacht cruised between
most of the world's “must see before yvou die’
locations, including the Seychelles, Mauritius,
Bora Bora and the Fernando de Noronha
[slands off Brazil,

With this much of the world passing
beneath the yachnt's keel, does Blair have a

favourite spot? He says the beaches in the
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enough,

everything is for sale,

get hold of anything,’

MAGGIE B

Seychelles are among the most beautiful in calls a
» world and the scenery
Channels — where they encounmtered the most
horrific weather of the circumnavigation = is

t‘xl.'n']itiuunl. But an attmactive location is not

beer is the cheapest in the world and
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in the Chilean

‘It's all subjective, really,” he says,

But in reality, you can't
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explains — but then adds:

restaurants and a decent chandler,”
I'm not going to tell you where because

Maggfe 8 arrived in Lunenberg, Nova
‘For example, Madagascar is very cheap. The Scotia, on 10 May just ahead of
gale that would have
uncomfortable final few days
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Following our feature last month, owner Frank Blair brings us the devastating news of his
yacht's destruction during a refit at her build yard, just days before her re-launch

‘1 am crushed to
i repon the loss of Mageic B
on 12 August at Covey
Island shipyard, due to a
fire that apparently started

during the night in a

remote electrical panel. She
was completely destroyed. She was to be re-
launched on 18 August after a brief, mostly
cosmetic, refit following her successful two-
year, 383,400nm trip around the word by the
way of the grear Capes, She was fully insured.

Fortunately no one was hun in the fire,
Covey still has its most valuable asset — the
skill of its workers. The only good thing about
the loss has been hearing from hundreds of
people all around the world of how Magoie #
affected them. For me, as Capiain, it has been
a hir like listening to myv own funeral oration.’

Froen my son Alden, who was with us areund the Hamye
'O of her prases that | would constantly sng was
Frowy she was a fusion schooner In building Moggie B
you essentially brought back a dying style of ship, using
modern technology to make schooners feasible again
It is ironically beautiful that she found her end in the

womb af her birth!

From Kath in Austrobe (with us from Tohiti to Chile)
‘Maggie B was 5o much 1o so many people, To me, she
was awe inspinng and stunningty beautiful. A dream, a
challerge and a home — wand and water made solid

| thinik 1o all who saded hes she became something
Iving and breathing ...a part of themsebves. .. All those
wihiz knew hier know that somethng magic has been
lost ... but the trail she left behind remains.

I want to thank you, Frank, from the bottom of my
heart. Mot just for the oppartunity you gave me, but
for the magic you proveded by having 2 dream and
having the belief to carry it through to the end’

From B4 and Caudie in Bay of lslands, NZ-

W are all coming to grips with a loss that is the loss of
beauty and feeting dreams .. the Mana Lisa could be
s lost, but has not quite the same free, lanetic beauty!

From 8# in Maryiana
“She was like a thoroughbred harse, wha camied you so

far and so well, and then was lost just after the finish!

From Curtis in Cadliz, Spain
The was a fnend, a protector, a mother for 2l of thoze
who sailed on hes a vicanouws adventure and a symbol
of hope for all who followed her travels. To have such
an melegant end for such a sngularty graceful craft is

bevond my notions of Aght and wrong That she was to
be launched next Monday adds ondy acid to the ashes”

From Warren in Rodkland
‘A, vessed ke Magpe B is built not only of many parts
owver marny months but of many miles, many shipmates,

many hard-won experiences and tangble memories.

Fram Mikatw in Nova Scotio:
Tam 14 ... and for 25 months the beautiful Moggie B
tock me all around the world through our computer!

Fram Aaron at VWooden Boat m Maine

“She was one of the most remarkable boats | have ever
sailed and | salute you for having the persistent foresght
and hurger to orchestrate ber creation and to have wsed
her so well, In my brief experience, losing a boat is

I fosing your bearings on a map of dreams you had’

And, perhaps closest to my sentiments, from Theresa in
MNew South Winles, Austrafio:
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